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seller and a provincial function at Marseilles.   But he
seldom had the opportunity of going abroad.

There was another consideration which weighed
with him. He had found his warship, the Dubrovnik,
very useful. It had enabled him to travel to Varna'
Stamboul and Corfu during the previous year in com-
fort and with dignity. The most dignified way to
arrive in France would be on a Jugoslav destroyer.
It would indicate Jugoslavia as a sea power with pre-
tensions to be included in a Mediterranean pact should
Barthou prove successful. The Serbs are very proud
of the fact that they are established on the Adriatic.
At that time they had the words "Guard Our Sea"
printed on most matchboxes. They had begun to
talk of their fleet, though it amounted merely to the
destroyer and a few small coastal vessels. By going
on the Dubrovnik direct to Marseilles the King would
not set foot on any intervening soil between France
and Jugoslavia. The voyage would be a symbol of
union.

But the French government was not very enthusi-
astic about the Marseilles plan. Paris ought to have the
privilege of seeing the King first. To visit the com-
mercial undistinguished port of Marseilles before the
capital was undramatic and it would be a drawback
having the Marseilles reception reported in the news-
papers, before the Paris reception. Moreover, Marseilles,
swarming with the people of all nations, haunt of bandits
and men wanted by the police, was not safe. The
problem of guarding the King's person there was
problematic. But when Alexander resolved on any
course of action it was not easy to dissuade him. He
was set on arriving in France at Marseilles. Barthou
promised that he would be there on the quay to welcome
him.

Shortly after M. Barthou's visit to Belgrade he was
condemned to death by Pavelitch. At least it was
announced in one of his newspapers that he and the